Parnell
as best he could, his distracted followers* The task was a
hard one* The constitutionalists had always before them
the spectre of the Fenians* who disbelieved in any but violent
means to achieve self-government* At any moment the
guidance of the Irish people might be snatched from the
hands of Parnell by the hands of a physical force man* and
who could say then what would be the end of Ireland ?
Gladstone was seventy-one years of age in the year 1880:
Parnell was only thirty-four* Gladstone had many years of
experience in the highest offices of the Crown behind him,
and he had the counsel and support of distinguished and
experienced men* Parnell had five years of Parliamentary
life and less than three months of leadership of a sharply-
divided party behind him* and he had only the counsel and
support of young men as inexperienced as himself* Would
Gladstone at Parneirs age, in similar circumstances* have
done so well as Parnell did ? Perhaps he would* but we
may be permitted to hold a doubt about it*
Parnell had* then* to contend with.this widespread epidemic
of crime and yet to keep his hold on his people* and he did
it in a very remarkable way* He spoke in various parts of
the country* but the speech which contained the first sug-
gestion of his way of dealing with the situation was made at
Ennis on September 19* 1880* when he enunciated the
doctrine of the boycott* There was to be war* but it was
to be war of a different sort from that which the Celts were
too ready to wage* It was a sort of Passive Resistance*
except that there was to be some active resistance as well*
** Depend upon it*** he said* " that the measure of the Land
Bill next session will be the measure of your activity and
energy this winter* It will be the measure of your deter-
mination not to pay unjust rents j it will be the measure of
your determination to keep a firm grip on your homesteads;
it will be the measure of your determination not to bid for
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